
Wonder 
 
With all of the avenues being used to raise awareness about bullying lately, (TV commercials, 
articles, Pixar shorts, songs, celebrity endorsements, social media posts, etc.) why not a movie, 
right?  Wonder, the new movie about a boy with a genetic facial deformity, does just that. 
Hollywood sure does a great job of instilling values in 90 minutes.  However, probably not in a 
way many of us are expecting.  
 
Ok, here’s your obligatory spoiler alert warning.  I’ll probably say some things that will give a 
lot of the movie away.  So, don’t get mad, because, well...I warned ya.  Suffice it to say that 
Wonder is an awesome movie and you should go see it. 
 
Wonder centers around a 10 year old boy named Auggie who was born with a genetic disorder 
that required him to undergo 27 corrective surgeries, leaving him scarred and disfigured.  After 
being homeschooled through grade 4, his parents decide to send him to school.  As expected, 
starting the 5th grade in a new school as the new kid with an abnormality, he gets bullied.  
 
The movie goes on to show, in my opinion, several key points that we all should focus on in our 
quest against bullying.  
 
1. Have a sense of humor. 
 
Auggie narrates the opening.  He talks about his birth and the circumstances surrounding it.  He 
refers to his birth as the punchline to the rest of the joke-like details that happen during it.  This 
is the first clue that he has some semblance of a sense of humor about the situation. 
 
Auggie soon meets the principal of his new school; Mr. Tushman.  Yes...like tushy...butt.  Mr. 
Tushman even makes fun of his own name with Auggie to show that, hey, nobody is perfect and 
we all have things about ourselves that aren’t the most flattering.  
 
Later in the movie, Auggie is talking to a friend he eventually makes; Jack.  Jack asks the 
question on every kid’s mind, “Have you ever considered plastic surgery?”  Auggie’s response is 
perfect.  While stroking his hair like a movie star, he replies, “This IS after plastic surgery!  It 
takes a lot of work to look this good.” 
 
Having a sense of humor is important.  While it may seem difficult to do at times, it shows 
maturity and resilience. 
 
2. Learn/find coping skills. 
 
Auggie loves science; specifically space.  His escapes are Star Wars, wearing his astronaut 
helmet while pretending to be an astronaut, and Minecraft.  Not so surprisingly, Auggie’s coping 



mechanisms and interests become the common ground on which his eventual friendships 
become based...along with a few Chewbacca cameos. 
3. Be real. 
 
The world isn’t going to be rainbows and unicorns. Not everyone is going to be nice to you.  You 
can’t change others.  I know we all wish it wasn’t that way.  
 
Auggie searches for answers after a hard day of being ridiculed and betrayed by someone who 
was supposed to be his friend.  His sister, Via, going through a similar situation, drops a bomb 
of a quote.  “School sucks and people change.  So if you want to be a normal kid, Auggie, those 
are the rules.”  
 
In other words, there will always be mean people.  That’s just the way it is.  The sooner you 
accept that, the sooner you can make things better. 
 
Auggie’s reaction?  He decides to press on, go back to school, cut his losses and get on with 
life. 
 
4. Bullying does not include objective harm. 
 
None of the torment that Auggie goes through includes objective harm, that is, harm to body 
or property.  He endures name-calling, rumors, talking behind his back, teasing, taunting and 
social exclusion, but those cause subjective harm.  At no point is he physically assaulted.  
 
5. There are 2 sides to every story. 
 
Not only does the movie follow Auggie, but it also takes time to develop the history and details 
behind the other characters; including some of the bullies.  We come to find that, even though 
these mean, hateful kids are seemingly merciless toward Auggie, there is a reason. 
 
We see further proof of the fact that 90% of bullies actually feel like victims in some other area 
of their life and their bullying behavior is actually the only way they know to deal with their 
victimization.  They feel like losers in other areas of life, so it makes them feel like winners to put 
others down.  Hurting people hurt other people.  Psychological and sociological fact. 
 
6.  The Golden Rule triumphs.  
 
We see several instances of the Golden Rule  at work in the movie.  While it’s never mentioned 
by name, it’s quite simple to spot.  
 
One clear instance is when Auggie helps Jack, who is struggling in science class.  Until that 
point, Jack is not sure how to act around Auggie, but after Auggie treats Jack like a friend, the 
two become inseparable.  



 
Throughout the rest of the movie, Auggie flexes the Golden Rule with his enemies.  He treats 
them the way he wants to be treated; not reciprocating the behavior they show him.  This, in 
turn, makes all the difference.  
 
7. No typical “anti-bully” stuff. 
 
We all know what I mean.  Tell an adult.  Walk away.  Get a bystander for help.  Ignore it.  
 
I’m happy to say, there was very little of that here.  The movie focused on the fact that Auggie 
had the power over his circumstances.  By showing resilience and using the Golden Rule, he 
learned that he could handle all of the torment that his bullies threw at him.  
 
Sure, adults were there to support Auggie, but at no point did they go out and defend him. 
They spoke only words of empowerment and focused on what Auggie could do rather than 
what he couldn’t do. 
 
I will say, I did worry at two points where I thought the principles would derail and unravel 
everything.  First, Auggie’s dad brought up fighting back as a means to combat bullies; and to 
win the fight.  However, it was a fleeting moment and Mom was quick to overcome Dad’s 
childish attitude saying, “When someone acts small, be the bigger person.”  
 
Whew.  Tragedy averted. 
 
Next, one of the bullies does get caught in the act and suspended due to the school’s zero 
tolerance bullying policy.  Some would cheer at this.  However, let me remind those friends that 
there is mounds of research showing that zero tolerance policies do not work; rather, they make 
things worse.  Yes, the mean kid needed to learn a lesson, and he did, but it wasn’t because of 
the punishment.  His change of heart came from seeing that Auggie had been flexing the 
Golden Rule all along and reflecting on the kind of person he had been. 
 
Oh, and side note.  The bully didn’t get caught because someone told on him.  He got caught 
because he made some mistakes in his methods of tormenting and it was uncovered by a 
teacher. 
 
8. Love conquers all. 
 
From loving parents, to a caring teacher.  From a down-to-earth principal, to students who 
believe in “nobody eats alone.”  From friends who are like family, to bullies who can have a 
change of heart.  From a school population that was afraid to get the plague, to a bullied boy 
who learns forgiveness. 
 
Wonder reminds us of one thing.  As my friend Jeff Veley likes to say, “Love conquers all.”  



 
Friends, I encourage you to see Wonder.  Parents, take your kids.  Kids, take your parents. 
Everyone, take a box of tissues.  Yes, I bawled the whole time.  (Real men cry, right?) 
 
Discuss it.  Talk about the themes that run deep.  Talk about resilience.  Talk about the Golden 
Rule.  Talk about having a sense of humor.  Talk about coping skills.  Talk about having a 
realistic view of the world.  
 
But, most of all, talk about love.  Because love conquers all.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


